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Both Rostow’s Model of Development (RMD) and Demographic Transition Model (DTM) are fundamental concepts in population education. Rostow was an American economist who penned the classic stages of economic growth representing steps through which all countries must undergo to be developed. Demographic transition model on the other hand is based on demographic characteristics of birth rate and death rate to suggest that the total population growth rate of a country goes through specific stages as the country develops economically. Each of the two models has both negatives and positives. 
To start with, although some people argue that it is not applicable in the modern society, Rostow’s model has several positive factors. In its second stage, the model reveals some important preconditions for takeoff. In this stage, the western aid comes along with values, practices and expertise in the societies the aid is offered. Through science and technology, western practices and expertise has led to improvement in agriculture in other countries. In addition, Rostow’s model of development has led to improvement in roads and communication within cities because western aid packages bring in changes in infrastructure. Industry is also positively impacted in the Rostow’s model of development as the western companies establish companies and factories in countries they assist. Rostow’s model of development provides for favorable conditions for investment, attracting numerous companies in the country that is aided. After the take off stage in the model, the society starts to experience economic growth and the population becomes consumers of the newly produced products. 
On the other hand, Rostow’s model has some negatives too. The model is based on traditional society where high proportion of resources is devoted to agriculture and the society has limited access to modern industry and technology. In addition, according to Rostow, after the take-off stage, a country experiences a long interval where the economy experiences growth, hence, technology is extended to a bulk of resources. 
DTM too has advantages and disadvantages associated with it. One of the advantages of DTM is that every country can be placed within it although not every stage of the model has a country meeting its specific definition. For example, it is clear from the study that there are no countries currently in the first stage of high stationary and in stage 5 of declining. However, the greatest factor is that there is potential for movement in the future. In the early expanding stage, modern medicine is introduced and the death rate lowers and the birth rate remains high. For example, in majority of the developed countries, where modern technology and science is being introduced, population growth is quite high. However, in the late expanding stage, there is a high rate of economic growth, which leads in women’s status.
 Nevertheless, one of the disadvantages of this stage is that there is a gradual decrease in birth rates. The decrease in birth rates leads to a low rate of population growth. Majority of the developing nations are perceived to be in this stage. Another disadvantage of DTM is that it has majored basically on birth rate and death rate as the sole means of population growth and fails to include the impact of immigration, which is another significant means of population growth, for example, it is clear from statistics that a great number of the American population is made up of immigrants. Additionally, the DTM is based on Europe and it is presumed that all other nations will follow the cycle of socioeconomic changes experienced in Europe. However, they may fail to be the case in many other countries. For example, in developing countries, there is a steeper fall in death rates than in developed countries. 
